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The SSCI is useful for  

 

finding relevant literature  

identifying the leading figures in a field 

comparing the research output and impact of universities, departments, individuums  

detecting the relevant journals for a particular field 

distinguishing the leading journals in a discipline 



How to access the Database 

 

http://libwww.essex.ac.uk/databases.htm#W 

click: Web of Science 

 

you need your Essex account name and your current password 



The Entry Page 

 

go to       Web of Science  



  

Looks very similar, but has far more (and better) options.  

Cited Reference Search, Advanced Search, 13 rather than 6 search categories 



Main Options 

 

You can simultaneously search into 5 databases. However, all political scientists usually need is in the  

Social Science Citation Index. 

 

 

One can also limit the search to relevant years.   



Simple Stuff 

You can directly search for: 

Topic 

Title 

Author 

Group Author 

Editor  

Publication Name 

Year Published 

Address 

Conference 

Language 

Document Type 

Funding Agency 

Grant Number 

 



A first Example: Search for all Publications by Sanders D in the SSCI: 

  

NOTE: It is usually better to search for “Sanders D*” instead of “Sanders D” especially if you search for publications by an 
American. 

You get 137 hits from different scholars called Sanders D’s.  

You get 216 hits for Sanders D*. 



Search Results are in Reversed Chronological Order 

 



Given that Results differ much: How can we get what we want?  

First: Refine subjects to Political Science. (Note: this excludes all hits of your Sanders D in non-political 
science journals.) 

Second: Add address field in search: Essex  OR   

Third: Add address field in search: Essex AND Govt 

Note that some scholars have had a far less uni-institutional career as Sanders D from Essex. 

In these cases, you can search for Essex OR Oxford 

 

Strategy 1 gives 44 hits.     (including a book review written by a Sanders D from King’s college, two letter in 
New Society on Working Mothers and Social-Work Strike and a letter to Harper’s Magazine. the letter to 
Harper’s suggests that ‘there are smiles’). 

Strategy 2 gives 40 hits. 

Strategy 3 gives 23 hits. (this is because in the early days of the SSCI scholars did not care to give their 
affiliation in detail).  



Eliminating Results of dubious Scholarly Interest (such as letters): The refine results option 

 

Refine results: Document types. 

 

Keep: Articles and Proceedings Papers. 

The latter is important because Proceedings Papers includes all articles that have been presented on a 

conference before publication. 



A second Example: Literature Review 

for a literature review, the most important distinctions is between 

topic and title.  

Hits for title are a subset of hits for topic. Thus, whether you use topic or title depends on whether you are 

interesting in a narrow or a broad literature review and whether you work in field in which there are a little 

or a lot of publications. 

 



Assume we are interested in legislative response to terrorism. We could search: 

 

and we get 4 results 



A Better Solution 

1. Search for  

Terrorism 

2. Search for  

Regulatory Reform 

3. Search for  

Political Reform 

 

then go to ADVANCED SEARCH 



  

 



This is how it looks 

 



Scroll Down to see your Previous Searches 

 

and if you scroll down you find all (or most) your previous searches.  



The Text Field allows combined searches 

 

#6 OR #7 combines the searches for regulatory reforms and legislative reform. 

note that the numbers depend on your previous searches! 

Now combine this combination with the results for terrorism and you get 2 hits. 



Assume you are working in a broad field… 

For example, if we search for TS=Election And TS=Abstention in Advanced Search 

We get 51 hits.  

How can we identify the important ones? 

You could read them all and make up your mind. 

You could have a look into various textbooks and figure out what articles the authors discuss. 

Or you could create a citation reports in the SSCI. 



   



We get all 51 hits sorted according to how often they have been cited in the past.  

 

 



The citation report gives you the relevant journal articles (not books) in the field.  

Note that one cannot expect that a 3 year old article has more than 5 cites.  

 



The citation report option can also be used to identift the character of journals. For example, the British 

Journal of Political Science describes itself as general journal. This means it has thematic restrictions but in 

principle accepts manuscripts from all areas of political science. However, let’s look which type of articles 

published in the BJPS really get cited. 

Search: 

Publication Name: British Journal of Political Science 

Year: 2000-2010 

 

Hits: 404 

 



 

 



Compare this to a specialized field journal (i.e. Electoral Studies) 

 

and you notice significant differences.  



Exporting SSCI Hits to Endnote Web and to Excel/Stata 

assume you have a list of hits and want to export it… 

turn it into a marked list 

1. scroll down the page to output record 

2. select the record you intend to export (i.e. 1 to 150) 

 note that only 500 record can be exported at a time 

3. save directly to endnote web (you need to have an account), or 

4.  save to other software (tab-delimited Win), or  

5. save to marked list (if you do so, you get more and better options) 



In the top menu, marked list is highlighted, go there 

 

 

and you get a menu that gives you a selection of information you may want to export. 

 



 

 



The most useful are (depends on what you are aiming at, really), but generally: 

abstract (for figuring out whether you want to read the paper) 

times cited 

document type (if you did not eliminate, say, book reviews before) 

be careful with exporting cited references, the file size explodes 

 



you can choose again between endnote and other reference software, 

I prefer to export tab-delimited Windows  

and export the output into Excel. 

 

 

 


